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Minutes of the Athletic Union Sports Council, 22nd September 2008, Architecture Building AR1101.
1. Welcome to the first ever Athletic Union Sports Council and apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Golf.

Member committees present were American Football, Badminton, Basketball, Canoe/Kayak, Cricket, Football Men’s, Football Women’s, Gaelic Football, Hockey, Inline Hockey, Karate, Netball, Rowing, Rugby League, Rugby Union Men’s, Rugby Union Women’s, Squash, Snow Sports, Surfing, Tennis and  Volleyball with Baseball, Floorball, Ultimate Frisbee and Shotokan in attendance as observers.

2. Minutes of previous meeting. 
As this is the first meeting of its kind there were no minutes to receive.

3. Matters arising. 
As this is the first meeting there were no matters arising.

4. How Council Works
CR gave a brief overview of how council works and the importance in deciding the future of the Athletic Union. CR also mentioned that at the end of the meeting there would be a chance to elect a new chair of the council and also 2 representatives from Sports Council to sit on the main Student Council. 

5. Constitution Amendments.
The constitution was provisionally accepted with minor amendments to spelling. Members agreed to read through more closely and bring up any issues with CR before the AGM in December.

Action: CR to change spelling on front page.

6. Rules and Regulations Amendments
Rules and regulations were provisionally accepted and will be formally accepted at the AGM.

7. Training Issues
Football Women’s (Aimee Seaborne) brought up an issue regarding members of the Hockey team putting pressure on some of their members about a change in training time giving Football Women’s a slot on the Astroturf which used to be Hockey time. It was suggested that if there is an issue that members of the Hockey team bring it up with Chris Roberts rather than members of the Women’s Football.

Seb (Hockey) wanted to know which members in order to have a word and let them know to take it up with CR.

Action: CR to follow up on a possible Tuesday slot for either team if it becomes available.
8. Emerging Clubs
Sports Council received a short presentation speech from each emerging club detailing their history and why they wished to be a part of the Athletic Union.
Baseball – Club has been running for 6 months and are playing in the National Baseball Association

Vote – 21 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain

Result – Approved club pending them getting 15 paid members

Floorball – Popular European sport, very fast enjoyable game.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – Do other universities play?

Jacob (Floorball) – Yes, although it is not common, knows that Oxford and some London universities play also.

Vote – 21 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain

Result – Approved club pending them getting 15 paid members.

Shotokan (a form of Karate) – Most popular form of Karate, club has been training for 2 years independently in the Sports Centre as a commercial booking, they are affiliated with the Japan Karate Association. The instructor is a black belt level and is CRB checked. They compete at BUCS.
Lauren (Karate) – The Karate club has already met with Shotokan to try and combine however the Shotokan style forbids them to train with other styles.

Steve (Men’s Football) – Can Shotokan compete with other styles of karate?

Paul (Shotokan) – Can compete at separate competitions.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – What leagues do they compete in?

Paul (Shotokan) – They want to join the AU so they can compete in BUCS competitions.

CR – Can sent them to one-off competitions through the Elite Athletes fund without being members of the AU.

Alex (Surfing) – Training times?

Paul (Shotokan) – There shouldn’t be a conflict with training times or competition entry as they wouldn’t be competing against each other if they were separate clubs.

Dan (American Football) – Can compete together at competitions?

James (Karate) – Can train and compete together, its licensing which they can’t do together. They can compete at BUCS together in different disciplines but they cannot compete in each other’s competitions.

Adam (Canoe/Kayak) – Could they work as a single club then members just choose which license to do?

Laura (Snow Sports) – Surely there would be more members and better social support if they worked together as one team with members deciding on which license to do. Being a member isn’t just about the sport, its about the being part of a team too.

Lauren (Karate) – Its possible but there is politics of the sport stopping them.

Adam (Canoe/Kayak) – Recommend them to train together then let members decide.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – Combine the societies.

Adam (Canoe/Kayak) – Canoe/kayak have different disciplines within their club, members just decide which they want to do.

Scott (American Football) – Do both clubs agree they can be combined?

Jennine (Women’s Rugby) – Do the clubs want to join together?

Paul (Shotokan) – Would like to combine

Lauren (Karate) – Would like to combine

CR – Bring discussion to a close, vote on either they want Shotokan to be a separate club or not.

Vote – 5 For, 14 Against, 1 Abstain

Result – Not approved as a club, recommendation that Shotokan and Karate discuss whether they can function as one merged club, report back to next Council as to how they are getting on.

Rosie (Women’s Football) and Sophie (Netball) – Would like them to try and work together.

Action: CR to liaise with both clubs on possible merger.

Ultimate Frisbee – 70 people signed up at freshers fayre and 32 attended a preliminary training session. CR also noted that it is a BUCS sport.

Chris (Rugby League) – Is it a mixed club?

Ben (Ultimate Frisbee) – Yes, both sexes play.

Jennine (Women’s Rugby) – If both sexes play, how are the teams split?

Ben (Ultimate Frisbee) – Can play mixed teams or all-girl/all-boy teams. There is no limit as to how many of each sex need to be on teams so could be one girl per team or one boy per team.

Antonio (Rugby Union) – Where do they play currently?

Ben (Ultimate Frisbee) – Currently practising at West Common.

Vote – 20 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstain

Result – Approved club pending them getting 15 paid members.

9. Engine Shed – Fever Pitch
Discussion point on the Wednesday night event affiliated with the Athletic Union. Currently there are 50 tickets (maximum 3 tickets per committee) on a first come first served basis.

Antonio (Rugby Union) – Could there be an AU allocation pre-released to AU members so they can buy them in advance to guarantee members of the AU can get tickets.

Jennine (Women’s Rugby) – What happened to procedure where some money from each Fever Pitch ticket sold went to the society if the member showed their black AU card?

IJ – It was never really taken up by societies so the idea was scrapped.

Alex (Surfing) – Committee meetings are held on Wednesdays in Tower Bar, concern that they would now be charged entry and/or disrupted due to the takeovers.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – Are the match results ever still read out at Fever Pitch?

CR – Complaints about music disturbance, hopefully text screens will be up soon so results can all be displayed on there and also on SUTV screens around campus showing results and photos.

Laura (Snow Sports) – Are the AU cards still going to be used?
IJ – Fidelity till will now recognise university ID cards and register details of what clubs/committees people are paid up to.

Dan (American Football) – American Football don’t play their matches on Wednesdays so how do they get their results shown?

CR – The results from the previous Sunday’s match can be put up on the screens.

Stacey (Women’s Rugby) – If there are no AU cards, how will AU ball tickets be bought and checked that the people are members of that society?

IJ – Fidelity will register whether they are when the cards are presented at the till.

Adam (Canoe/ Kayak) – Do spotchecks on members using AU cards to check that they have paid their membership fees, how will they do this now if there aren’t any AU cards?

IJ – Get a list of fully paid up members to the society for their records.

Sophie (Netball) – How does the Fever Pitch ticket allocation work? Some societies (eg Hockey) have 120 members but only max of 3 tickets for their committee but some (eg Netball) have 30 members and the same amount of tickets.

CR – Tickets are meant for committee members who do a lot of work for the AU. Its either a case of everyone gets some tickets or some get a lot of tickets.

Sophie (Netball) – Would it be possible to get more tickets then?

Action: CR to liaise with Engine Shed about the possibility of getting more tickets.
Steve (Men’s Football) – Teams don’t want o pay more for “special guests”, they would rather pay lower price and have no guest.

Michael (Basketball) – Re-iterated request for pre-release tickets for AU members.
Seb (Hockey) – What do AU members actually get from being affiliated with Fever Pitch?

CR – 50 tickets each week and results publicised at the event (Seb – which doesn’t happen…)

Jessie (Netball) – Drinks prices are shocking.

Antonio (Rugby Union) – AU members should get drinks offers or there’s nothing to stop them going elsewhere where they are being offered cheaper drinks.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – Allocation of tickets, what about 25 for clubs and 25 for societies with some clubs having the tickets in week 1 and the other half having them in week 2.

Antonio (Rugby Union) – Would it be possible to have the tickets on the door instead of picked up in advance?
Adam (Canoe/Kayak) – Names put on a guestlist instead of tickets.

Seb (Hockey) – Doesn’t agree with having tickets split each week because the same clubs would only ever go out with the same clubs each week.

Laura (Snow Sports) – Also Snow Sports go to Xscape every other week so they might end up missing out on tickets all the time.

Steve (Men’s Football) – If there is 3 tickets, Men’s Football give them to President, Vice President and a player of the week.

Dan (American Football) – Would it be possible to get the free tickets but also a Q Jump style paying guest-

list for the rest of the committee so they everyone is guaranteed entry but they would still pay.

Ed (Cricket) – Why mess with a system that already works re the distribution of tickets.

Jennine (Women’s Rugby) and Scott (American Football) – Committee members should be nominated to pick up the tickets from Chris so that not just anyone can go get them but should the President not be able to attend then they can ensure that they don’t miss out.

Action: CR to compile a list of committee members who are authorised to pick up tickets.

10. Tower Bar
Discussion as to why the Tower Bar is underused after matches.

Scott (American Football) – American Football will be using Tower Bar this year after games, Tower Bar gave them lots of support at the end of last yea with matches and the Superbowl party after the club was let down by Scream. Tower Bar is better for food as they offer proper plated meals rather than buffet style food.

Chris (Rugby League) – Would look more like “home” and more atmospheric if there were photos of the clubs and societies up in there. Make it more like a “home” bar.

Laura (Snow Sports) – What do clubs get out of the Tower Bar? Snow Sports always meet in there before going on trips, didn’t know they could get food.
Alex (Surfing) – The Tower Bar doesn’t feel like “home”. Alex does photography and noted that he would be happy to attend matches and training to take photos which could be displayed in the Tower Bar to make it more welcoming to clubs.

Seb (Hockey) Tower Bar could do drinks offers on match days to keep them in there. Scream for example offer 4 pint pitchers for £5.75 and they’re more likely to go there because they can afford the prices.
Dan (Inline Hockey) – Is the food only on Wednesdays because not all teams play on Wednesdays.

CR agreed to find out about other days when matches are played.

Adam (Canoe/Kayak) – Tower Bar is more expensive compared to other places in town and they can’t afford to spend a lot of money there.

Steve (Men’s Football) – Need more communication between Tower Bar and teams to let them know what they can offer, also suggestion of all the teams getting together on match days and doing presentations (eg. Man of the match, dick of the day etc) together.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – Can the away team be invited back for food?

Action: CR to liaise with Tower Bar and clarify.

Scott (American Football) – In previous games the Tower Bar has provided food for the away team.

Dave (Badminton) – Sometimes with games the away team don’t stay for food so there is little point in going back if there is no one to socialise with, rather go home and get ready for night out.

Scott (American Football) – At the Superbowl party American Football team were told that if anyone made any mess than they were responsible for cleaning it up, even if they weren’t a member of the American Football team.

Antonio (Rugby Union) – The Tower Bar is good to teams but it lacks atmosphere because no one ever uses it. Asked if it would be possible to go through from Tower Bar straight to E Shed using the barn door?

Daniel Hutchinson – Health and Safety issue with monitoring how many people are in the E Shed for capacity purposes.

Sophie (Netball) – How are the food tickets distributed and how is timing worked out?

Action: CR to liaise with Rich and kitchen staff re timing and staggering of food distribution.

Dan (American Football) – Concern that there will be too many people in the Tower Bar to get food and drink served in appropriate times and have enough space to eat/socialise comfortably.

Mike (Gaelic Football) – Possibility of getting a full contact list distributed so that each club can contact everyone else about Wednesdays.

Action: CR to distribute the nominated email details to everyone.

Karate – Is the food available to everyone because not all clubs compete regularly each week?

11. AOB

Times of meetings – it was agreed to hold the meeting during the day to avoid clashes with training times.

Student Council representative elections

2 positions available.

Steve Turner - 17

Antonio Moliterno - 7
Alex Vann - 10
Laura Thornton – 7
RON – 1

Result – Alex Vann and Steve Turner elected as Council representatives.

Chair elections

Sophie Pemberton – 17

RON – 4

Result – Sophie Pemberton elected as Sports Council chair.

Joel (Basketball) – Possibility of using Sports Hall for pre-season training

Action: CR to discuss with Sports Centre and report back to Joel.

Rosie (Women’s Football) – Want to keep Monday sessions and not take up the offer of Tuesday sessions.

Dan (American Football) – American Football just lost their home pitch so if anyone knows of a free pitch let them know.
