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ULSU Athletic Union Constitution: Drafted 3.2.2006 (G.Wilson); Updated 29.08.07 ( G Sumner, M Yesufu)

Updated 09.09.08 (Myesufu, C Roberts)

University of Lincoln Students’ Union 
Athletic Union Constitution 
1. Name 
The name of the Union shall be University of Lincoln Athletic Union or ULAU (herein after referred to as “Athletic Union”). 

2.Governance 
2.1 The governing body of the Athletic Union will be the Athletic Union Sports and Societies Councils. The Athletic Union executive will act as advisories but will have voting rights also. 
2.2 The sovereign body of the Athletic Union will be the University of Lincoln Student Union (herein after referred to as “ULSU”) and as such the Athletic Union must adhere to the principles of the ULSU constitution. 

3. Aims and Objectives of the Athletic Union Sports and Societies
3.1 The aims and objectives of the Athletic Union shall foremost encompass paragraph 4.1.3 of the ULSU constitution: “to encourage, provide and manage student societies, sports clubs and social activities as appropriate to meet the needs of students.” (Paragraph to be inserted into the new Students union constitution)
3.2 To manage guide and aid development of all official Athletic Union clubs and societies. 

3.3 To work with the University of Lincoln (herein after referred to as “the University”) and where appropriate outside bodies to forward and develop sporting activities and social opportunities and facilities for members. 

3.4   To provide activities for the whole Athletic Union and to encourage community involvement through our members.

3.5 To Provide support for emerging societies and groups whilst maintaining an ‘inclusion for all’ policy in accordance with the ULSU constitution. 

4. Membership 
4.1 Membership of the Athletic Union and of its affiliated clubs and societies shall be open to all student members of ULSU (including franchise students).  

4.2 Only student members of the Athletic Union shall be eligible to vote in meetings of the Athletic Union and/or its affiliated clubs and societies.

4.2.1 Club/society committee positions can only be held by current students, although non-students shall be permitted to attend meetings in an advisory capacity only. 

4.3 To be eligible to participate in Athletic Union activities and those of the affiliate clubs and societies, members must have paid the relevant club/ society membership fees. 
4.3.1 Membership fees shall be confirmed at the preceding academic year’s club/society Annual General Meetings and submitted in writing to the Athletic Union Sports and Team’s officer and Societies and Activities Officer. However, they are subject to change where deemed appropriate.

4.3.2 Students of the union shall be permitted to take part in Athletic Union activities within one calendar month of the Athletic Union Freshers’ Fayre regardless of payment of Athletic Union membership fees. However, once this period has elapsed paragraph 4.3.1 must be upheld. 

4.3.3 Presidents of clubs and societies will be expected to monitor membership fees and spot checks will be performed throughout the year from the Athletic Union exec. 
5. Function 
The function of the Athletic Union shall be: 

5.1 The co-ordination and administration of all sporting and society activities including the supervision of financial matters relating to clubs and societies in partnership with the ULSU Management Accountant. 

5.2 To work with the university and other bodies to promote sporting opportunities, societies and extra curricular activity within ULSU. 

5.3  To represent the interests of the members in all sporting, society activities and social matters.

5.4  Through activities provide the opportunity and facility to encourage social and personal development

6. Constitution 
6.1 Copies of this constitution shall be made available to any member on request and shall be located as follows: 

i. One copy shall be held in the Athletic Union Office by a member of the Athletic Union Executive and the Athletic Union Administrator. 

ii. One copy shall be held at reception of the ULSU Office. 

iii. A copy shall be kept by each club/society president. 

iv. An e-copy shall be available to registered members via the Athletic Union website. 

6.2 Alterations and amendments to the constitution must be first proposed and seconded at an Athletic Union General Meeting. Subsequently, the motion must be carried by a two thirds (67%) majority vote of attending members. 

7. Officers 
7.1 The officers of the Athletic Union shall be as follows: 

i. Athletic Union Clubs and teams (full time paid sabbatical) 

ii. Athletic Union Societies and Activities Officer (full time paid sabbatical)
iii. One Part-Time Sports Officer (voluntary)
iv. One Part-Time Societies Officer (voluntary)
v. One Athletic Union events and media officer (voluntary)

8. Election of Officers 
8.1 The election of the officers of the Athletic Union shall be in conjunction with the ULSU Constitution (paragraph 31) and the election rules laid down by the ULSU Elections returning officer. 

8.2 The elections for the officers of the Athletic Union will take place in conjunction with the ULSU elections. Positions shall be held for the duration of the following academic year. 

9. Duties of Officers 
9.1 The duties of the Athletic Union Sports and Teams Officer and Societies and Activities Officer shall be: 

i. Be responsible for the day to day running of the Athletic Union alongside the Athletic Union administrator. 

ii. Chair both Athletic Union Executive and Athletic Union Forum as well as Athletic Union General Meetings. In doing so the Athletic Union President shall preserve decorum and will rule on points of order. 

iii. Be responsible for promoting and representing the interests of the Athletic Union on the ULSU core executive committee, at ULSU Board and at meetings of the University of Lincoln Sporting Progress Committee. 

iv. Co-ordinate, run and manage events, activities and development programmes which will represent the best interests of the Athletic Union and its members. 

9.2 The duties of the Athletic Union Part-Timers shall be: 

i. To represent the needs and interests of Athletic Union Sports and Societies at Athletic Union Executive meetings. 

ii. To work with other officers to plan and promote and gain exposure for societies and clubs and their activities. 

iii. Look to highlight any potential new societies and clubs and work with the Athletic Union Executive to ensure they develop successfully. 

9.3 The duties of the Athletic Union Events Officer shall be: 

i. To liaise with club and society committees to help them arrange, manage and publicise any events they put on. 

ii. To co-ordinate tour arrangements and help organise charity and fundraising events for the involvement of the Athletic Union. 

9.4 The duties of the Athletic Union Media Officer shall be: 

i. To widely publicise all club and society events and any other appropriate news from the Athletic Union. 

ii. To work with the students union media team to help achieve point 9.4.i
iii. Encouraging clubs and societies to utilise ULSUs interactive website as a promotional tool. 

10. Athletic Union Executive 
10.1 The members of the Athletic Union Executive shall be: 

i. Athletic Union Sports and Teams Officer
ii. Athletic Union Societies and Activities Officer 

iii. 3 Part-Timers

iv. AU Activities and Development Worker

v. Athletic Union Administrator 

10.2 The Athletic Union Administrator and AU Activities and Development Worker shall have no voting rights and shall be present in an advisory capacity only. 

10.3 The quorum shall be made up of the elected student officers. 

10.4 Additional members of the Athletic Union, ULSU or outside advisors shall attend only at the invitation of the Athletic Union Exec and the Societies and Activities Officer. 

10.5 Meetings of the Athletic Union Executive shall take place on a monthly basis and shall be minuted. The minutes shall be made available to members of the Athletic Union via the ‘members only’ area within the Athletic Union website. 

10.6 The purpose of the Athletic Union Executive is to ensure regular communication between Athletic Union officers and shall be the platform at which club/society issues are raised for resolution so clear action points can be designated. 

10.7 The Athletic Union Executive shall only discuss issues directly affecting the Athletic Union or that may potentially affect the Athletic Union. 
11. General Meetings 
11.1 A General Meeting of the Athletic Union shall be held at least once per semester. 

11.2 Any member of the Athletic Union and its affiliate clubs and societies may attend an Athletic Union General Meeting. 

11.2.1 Only members holding the key four positions (as identified in paragraph 14.5) shall be entitled to vote at an Athletic Union General Meeting. 

11.3 An Athletic Union General Meeting may be called as follows: 

i. by the Athletic Union Sports and Teams Officer/Societies and Activities Officer.

ii. by one hundred members handing in a signed letter to the Athletic Union Executive which identifies the items to be discussed. 

iii. by the AU council deeming it appropriate to vote on a matter of importance for the AU.

11.4 The Athletic Union President shall give, in writing, at least two week’s notice to all club and society presidents ahead of the date of a General Meeting. 

11.5 Agenda items for discussion must be submitted to the Athletic Union Executive one week before the meeting. An agenda will then be drawn up and distributed to all club and society presidents two days before the scheduled meeting. 

11.6 Votes to resolve issues on the agenda shall be proposed and seconded by members present. Athletic Union Executive members shall not be permitted to propose or second a motion to vote. 

11.7 General Meetings shall have a quorum of twenty five members. 

11.7.1 If, fifteen minutes after the scheduled start time of the meeting the quorum has not been achieved then the meeting shall be deemed inquorate and no business shall take place. A re-convened meeting shall be scheduled for one week after the original date at the exact time and place of the original meeting. 
11.8 Attendance of affiliated clubs and societies is mandatory. As such all clubs and societies should ensure at least one of their ‘key four position’ members (see paragraph 14.5) is in attendance. 

11.9 Failure of all ‘key four position’ members to attend from one club or society shall result in a £30 fine. As such £30 shall be transferred from the offending club/society’s self raised funds to the Athletic Union Development Budget. 

12. Annual General Meeting 
12.1 An Annual General Meeting of the Athletic Union shall be held in Semester B after the Easter break. 

12.1.1 The Annual General Meeting shall be separate and independent of other Athletic Union General Meetings. 

12.2 All Athletic Union Executive shall deliver reports at the Annual General Meeting for the academic year to date. 

12.3 The rules governing General Meetings with reference to notice of meeting, voting rights, attendance and tabling of agenda items detailed in paragraphs 11.2-11.9 shall also apply to Annual General Meetings of the Athletic Union. 

13. Athletic Union Council 
13.1 An Athletic Union Sports and Societies Councils shall take place at least twice per semester. 

13.2 All Athletic Union members are permitted to attend the forum and shall have the right to speak. 

13.3 Athletic Union council shall be chaired by the Athletic Union Sports and Teams /Societies and Activities Officer. 

13.4   Athletic Union Executive has the right to resolve issues if an accurate representation of the Athletic union clubs and societies are present.
14. Clubs and Societies 
14.1 Affiliated Athletic Union clubs and societies shall have no fewer than fifteen paid up members and shall be governed by this document and the ULSU constitution.  Considerations can be made by the Societies or Sports councils.
14.2 Proposals for new clubs and societies shall be submitted in writing, utilising the necessary form available via the Athletic Union section of the ULSU website, to the appropriate Sports or Societies councils for ratification.
14.3 To function all clubs and societies shall have their own constitution which shall be approved by the Executive of the Athletic Union. 

14.4 Each club/society must elect committee members each academic year according to their constitution and the names of these officers shall be presented in writing to the AU Sports and Teams and Societies and Activities Officer.
14.5  All new committees will be presented at the AU AGM.
14.6 To aid the working efficiency of the Athletic Union all clubs and societies shall have four key positions represented on their committee. These positions as follows: 

i. Club/Society President 

ii. Club/Society Treasurer 

iii. Club/Society Web and Media Officer 

iv. Club/Society Social Secretary 

14.6.1 While clubs/societies shall be able to have further positions on their committee as determined by their constitution, only the key four positions of a society are eligible to vote at AU general meetings, one of which must be the president or a presidential representative.

14.7 The club/society committee shall be responsible to the Athletic Union Executive and the ULSU Management Accountant for conduct and finance of the club/society. 

14.8 The Athletic Union President and Societies and Activities Officer shall request applications for block grant allocations from all clubs/societies, giving one months notice in writing for the date of submission. Clubs/societies failing to do submit their application by the named date, shall at the discretion of the Athletic Union Executive, be made no award for the following year. 
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